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Growing Communities AGM January 27 January 2023
Minutes
Business was conducted remotely. Last date for voting noon on Friday 27 January 2023.

The voting forms circulated in advance of the meeting enabled Growing Communities members to vote and comment on AGM business.  Growing Communities’ management and administration team confirm that participation was quorate and provided more than adequate number of members to propose and second all decisions listed in these minutes.
[bookmark: _Toc86402962]Item 1: Approval of last year’s AGM minutes
AGM December 1 2021 minutes.docx
The minutes of the 2021 AGM were circulated and were agreed as a correct record of the meeting.  
[bookmark: _Toc86402963]Item 2: Any matters arising
One member requested that the locations of last year’s 4 new collection points be mentioned in these minutes.  These were Copper Lane N16 off Green Lanes, St Mary's Church near Clissold Park, Liberty Hall on Clapton Common, and Grow at Hackney Wick.

No matters arising or further points were raised. The GC team extend their thanks to everyone who has contributed to our work over the year.   
[bookmark: _Toc86402964]Item 3: Election of Growing Communities board members 
One serving board member stood down by rotation, and stood for re-election:
· Sarah Havard

One person was co-opted onto the board in 2022 and is stood for election: 
· Amanda McDonell

Two new candidates stood for election:
· Anna Khalfaoui
· Clare Hitchcock

All nominations were seconded by another member according to the rules.

As the board has space for nine directors, no election process was required and all candidates were declared successful appointments nem com, without the need for a vote. 

There were no objections to any of these appointments.

ACTION: Board to welcome new appointees and to invite them to the next board meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc86402966]
Item 4: Approval of Growing Communities Impact Report & Accounts
Growing Communities sends our sincere thanks to GC members, market customers, local partners, staff, volunteers, board members, supporters and funders for our achievements during the year April 2021 to March 2022, as set out in our Impact Report & Accounts. 
The Impact Report and Accounts were approved and have now been published here.

[bookmark: _Hlk126331769]ACTION:  Board and staff to undertake necessary submission and administration of accounts with Companies House.
[bookmark: _Toc86402970]
Item 5: Any other business
One member commented:

We face two entwined crises of climate and biodiversity. Animal agriculture is a significant cause of the climate emergency, contributing more emissions than the whole global transport sector. If we were to switch to a plan- based food system we would be able to re-wild three quarters of current agricultural land – an area equivalent to the size of the USA, Australia, China and the EU combined. As well as a massive biodiversity boost, this would draw down carbon equivalent to between 9 and 13 years’ worth of global emissions. We desperately need this to mitigate the terrifying effects on continued global heating. Britain is responsible for the highest level of overfishing in Europe, and in this context no fishing method can be considered sustainable when simply too many fish are being taken. It is important that Growing Communities recognises this context and the importance of their actions within it, and commits to transition to a plant-based enterprise. 

RESPONSE:  Our current position on plant-based diets is laid out here  on our website.  We review our approach on an ongoing basis and will ensure we incorporate these comments into that thinking.  Thank you. 

There being no further business, the AGM business was noted as complete.

Minutes: JB for Growing Communities, February 2023
[bookmark: _Toc86402972]
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