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Dear Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Michael Gove, 
We are writing in response to Defra’s consultation on future farm policy ‘Health and Harmony: the future for food, farming and the environment in a Green Brexit’.
We appreciate Defra’s ‘Health and Harmony’ paper for acknowledging the huge problems with the current subsidy system and the commitment to move towards a system of public money for public goods.
We are writing on behalf of Growing Communities, a north London social enterprise creating a fairer, more sustainable food system by supporting small-scale local organic farmers through an organic veg scheme, farmers’ market and local growing and training.
Growing Communities believes that small to medium-scale organic and agroecological producers have a significant part to play in improving the sustainability of our food and farming system. Their productivity compares favourably to larger-scale systems and sometimes even wins in terms of yields alone[footnoteRef:1], while there is increasing evidence of their ability to support more[footnoteRef:2] and better jobs[footnoteRef:3], sustain more biodiversity[footnoteRef:4], protect soils[footnoteRef:5], provide better animal welfare[footnoteRef:6] and create more beneficial social impact[footnoteRef:7]. [1:  Some small-scale agroecological producers in the UK are producing double or triple the yields of standard non-organic farms. Laughton, R. (2017), A Matter of Scale, Landworkers’ Alliance and Centre for Agroecology at Coventry University, p.44 and chapter 5]  [2:  Small agroecological farms employ 26 times more people per hectare compared to the UK average, i.e. 0.68 full time workers per hectare (Laughton 2017 p.26) compared to 0.026 (Eurostat, 2011 Large Farm Statistics)]  [3:  Timmermann, C. and Felix, G. F. (2015) Agroecology as a vehicle for contributive justice, Agriculture and Human Values; 
Winter, M. and Lobley, M. (2016) Is there a future for the small family farm in the UK? Prince’s Countryside Fund p.43-47]  [4:  IPES-Food (2016) From uniformity to diversity: a paradigm shift from industrial agriculture to diversified agroecological systems, International Panel of Experts on Sustainable Food systems, p.35]  [5:  IPES Food 2016, p36.]  [6:  The Food Ethics Council & Pickett, H. (2014) Farm Animal Welfare: Past, Present & Future, Food Ethics Council, p.30-31]  [7:  CPRE (2012) From field to fork: The value of England’s local food webs CPRE; Winter & Lobley 2016, p.4 & 40-47] 

[bookmark: _Hlk513473581]Also, Growing Communities believes that Localised Agroecological Retail (LAR) offers a vital way to support those farmers by keeping supply chains short and ensuring more of the retail price goes to the farmer.
Support organic

One of the main barriers to farmers and growers adopting new beneficial approaches including organic, and agroecological approaches and technologies and ideas on their holdings, stems in part from a lack of leadership. The UK government and many other organisations fail to recognise that such systems can be a valid and relevant way to produce food that is consistent with higher environmental and animal welfare concerns expressed by a proportion of consumers here and globally. 
We would like to see an expansion of organic farming at the heart of the new environmental land management scheme. All the environmental outcomes listed in section 5 are vital – improving soil health, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, increasing biodiversity, mitigating climate change, and improving water and air quality.
Not only are organic farming methods proven to be good for wildlife, soil health, and animal welfare, but consumer demand for organic in the UK and globally is growing steadily, and conversion to organic can offer significant business opportunities for farmers. 
Fresh, local food
We believe that the list of ‘public goods’ that the Government should support must include ‘public health’. So we would like to see support for activities that make sustainably produced, fresh food available, affordable and accessible to all, specifically with more and diverse fruit and vegetables available.  We would like to see financial incentives and grants to support farmers to move into or start horticultural production, particularly those employing ecological production methods such as organic and agroecological.

Increasing local horticultural production of indigenous food types to replace current imports not only increases the supply of fresh food, but also reduces transport costs and carbon emissions and improves food sovereignty and security. 
Better, more meaningful work
We would like to see support to create better jobs and decent working conditions for workers in food and farming and to encourage a new generation of entrants to farming. Small-scale organic horticulture attracts domestic employees and entrepreneurs, motivated by the meaningful, varied and skilled nature of the work. What’s more, market gardens selling direct to the public – or through LAR traders such as Growing Communities – tend to be more diverse, creating steadier work throughout the year, in contrast to the highly seasonal nature of more specialised horticultural businesses, and the job insecurity, long hours and low pay that go with that.
Specifically, we would like to see the following:
[bookmark: _Hlk513473067]The overall purposes for the new UK Agriculture Bill to include: 

· a remit to support healthier sustainable diets including enforcing high public-sector procurement standards for schools, services and hospitals and ensuring public money supports production and consumption of healthy produce 
· ensuring quality of farm employment through a new joint negotiating body with powers to ensure the protection and advancement of farm workers 
· promoting farm diversity – via measures to assess the resilience of the farm structure and measures which ensure a diversity of farm sizes are supported to deliver a full mix of positive outcomes including routes in for new entrants
· fair supply chain – powers to evaluate and address unfair trading practices in the whole supply chain 
· whole farm systems delivery - measures to promote whole farm systems which deliver multiple benefits 

The compliance and inspection section of the UK Agriculture Bill to include the following regulations and standards as part the legal underpinning of the bill: 

· Adopt the Polluter Pays principle, the Precautionary Principle, the principle that pollution should be rectified at source and the principles of access to environmental information and justice 
· Enshrine organic regulations in the UK with an ability to enhance them 
· Make provision for labelling and marketing regulation development linking to public good outcomes
· Make provision for regulation and other pesticides reduction tools for farmers 
· Make provision for higher animal welfare regulations 

And finally, in relation to promoting small to medium-scale organic and agroecological producers and the LAR that is vital to support them, we would like to see:

· Capital grants and training for farmers to transition to ecological farming systems
· A local food fund to promote local food economies, including LAR
· Capital grants to new entrants to support a new generation of farmers
· A horticultural renewal programme to increase local production of fresh fruit and vegetables (leading to improved access and the health benefits that go with that)
· Organic conversion maintenance payments
· Taxation on harmful agriculture inputs such as pesticides, herbicides and artificial nitrate fertilisers with money being redirected to support the cost of organic farming and to level the playing field.

Thank you for giving us the chance to comment on your proposals.
Your sincerely,
Julie Brown
Director 
www.growingcommunities.org 

